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Abstract 
This paper is based on theoretical concepts. From geographic point of view, we try to find out the interrelationship 
between human security and sustainable development They are connected to each other in a particular way to achieve 
the final goal of  development of human security and creating a sustainable development in the region of western Asia,  
such as (Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Tajikistan).The concept of human security can be understood better and deeply 
if our acknowledgement concentrated on infrastructural bases and  doctrine of philosophy .Thus, this significant issue 
must be discussed at the university levels by politicians ,social scientists ,planners ,decision-makers, researchers and 
geographers. 
Although, the main purpose of social behavioural sciences is to reach the human security development but geographers 
have stepped on farther than it, and believe that recognition of human security is more important in achieving a 
sustainable development. Sustainable development must be considered directly or indirectly on planning of western 
Asian countries .Geographers state that the social-welfare, convenience and well-being of human beings bases on 
development of human security. 
This scientific  article certainly will help to human development and sustainable development of mentioned  countries 
regarding to   their different geographical location .According to the studies of U.N.O .some particular strategies for 
development of human security have been determined in comparing more economically developed countries (MDCs) 
with less economically developing countries (LDCs) to each other. 
As we know, security has various concepts. Its meaning changes in the place and time .Therefore, creating human 
security has accompanied with some anxieties and its nature is complicated .From the beginning of history, security has 
been a crucial issue for human being. Therefore, it is so valuable and crucial issue for human society, consequently, 
regional governments supposed to set human security on the area. On the global scale, general studies should be done on 
human security on the national and international levels in order the  vital values of human to be protected .New political 
strategies and interregional collaborations are needed for establishing human security in the regional countries. 
Munir Ozturk 
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1. Principles and theoretical concepts of human security and development 
The main idea of geographers in achieving an ultimate goal is based on development of human security 
and sustainable development in the Middle East (Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, etc); so 
providing the background for a deep, infrastructural and philosophical recognition in understanding the 
concepts of human security which results in sustainable development [9]. This brings a lot of concern for 
politicians, social scientists, decision-makers, academic researchers and geographers. 
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Nowadays, the scientists and researchers believe that the first step for reaching the human development is 
providing human security in every society, however, geographers proceed further and believe that cognitive 
doctrine engineering of human security is to achieve sustainable development. It should be employed on 
direct and indirect programs of west Asian countries. Geographers know that paying attention to welfare and 
comfort of human is considered to be a significant way of human security development [1]. In this way, we 
first take a look at the theoretical concepts and principles of mentioned issues. 
1.1. The concepts, meaning and types of security 
Security is originated from the word secure and  opposite of fear ,it means being or feeling secure and free 
from fear, anxiety ,danger, doubt, etc. Something that gives or assures safety, tranquillity, certainty ,etc. 
Also, the meaning of security is a kind of being safe against forced aggression, regarding the persons; it 
means that people don’t have any fear about their legitimate rights and having freedom. No force can threat 
him when his rights to be endangered [8]. In fact, traditional meaning of security, is stated a general 
interpretation, being free from any threat, or danger, on the other hand, others believe that security has a fluid 
meaning and different meanings in time and place. Security prepares conditions for protecting vital values 
and obtaining the feeling of freedom from vulnerability and dangers. Therefore, it is the most serious issues 
and brings some concerns to human minds. Because security has a complicated nature and feature and the 
governments are custodians of security and on a collective consensus. Security is considered as the most 
long-lasting desires of mankind. 
Apart from different definitions that mentioned about security there are several kinds of security as 
follow: physical, spiritual, internal, external, individual, social, national, humanistic, disciplinary, moral and 
defensive security. Now, we discuss about defensive security and sustainable development in south east of 
Iran which are more important [2]. Security is a social action that occurs on the political, social and 
economic issues. 
2. Research method 
The research literature and methods which was used for this study in the south-west of Asia is based on 
library documents associated with historical characteristics ,deductive and comparative method .Base on this 
study ,socio-economic barriers for development of human security in the region were detected .Also the 
strength and weakness points for development of human security were distinguished [11] .End of the second 
world war was the beginning of global competition for achieving to higher stages in development, 
sustainable development and lasting development in the third world countries especially in Iran [14]. 
Table 1. Concepts and various types of security [5] 
The meaning of security Security Types Column B (T) 
Lack of fear Physical Political 
Being safe Spiritual Social 
Tranquility 
Confidence 
Elimination of fear 
Freedom from any threat 
Silence of soul 
Individual 
Social 
National 
Human 
Moral 
Economic 
Military 
Environmental 
Cultural 
2.1. Human security 
Human security is removal of poverty and deprivation, having a suitable level of life and to guarantee the 
basic rights of humans. 
Human security is the ability to protect humans, governments, both of them. So, it consists of providing 
main and basic needs of humans as well as non physical aspects that shapes qualitative aspect of the issue 
that human security has two qualitative and quantitative aspects. 
Quantitative aspect consists of satisfying physical needs, i.e. supplying the least human security involves 
satisfying basic physical needs, the most important of which are food, home, education, and public health 
that are necessary for maintaining human generation. 
Qualitative aspect of human security relates to his human personality that entails individual independency, 
the right to determine the destiny and free participation in social life. In fact, human security directs humans 
to democracy and the opportunity of participation in social decision making in a dynamic and fundamental 
manner. Therefore, human security has a relationship with democracy .Geographer states that thinking about 
human security should be beyond geographical boundaries and military matters, thinking about human 
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security is an imperative issue, we must think about winning  of a different war, and  fighting  against on 
poverty [15]. 
2.2. Human development 
The concept of human development develops emphasizing the goal of a better life and the role of 
capability generator social space in expanding human choices [10], because the concept of human 
development has been the cornerstone for human development according  to the world reports .Human 
development is defined as the process of expanding human choices; because it is under the existence of 
human security that three view points of economic welfare, human resources expansion and identifying basic 
needs of society for flourishing human development is being achieved. Some people believe that human 
development is equality in the form of equal accession to opportunities and being consistent in the form of 
taking responsibility regarding future generation and suitable productivity in the form of investing in human 
resources and enhancing, i.e., the people must achieve some levels of personal development that they should 
be able to choose basic needs. We can obtain all mentioned demands if the human security is dominated over 
the society. Therefore, without the existence of human security in the society, we will face with a vast crisis 
[12]. 
2.3. The challenges of human security 
The religions were created because the morality required being recovered and human principles to be 
evolved. Human security is one of issues that have been considered for a long time because it has a strong 
relationship with existence. In Quran, the most sacred place (Kabeh) is described as a safe place and 
considers the security as a holy gift for the ones who enter into this holy place. 
Copenhagen School in the west presents security based on studies, because human security is an issue that 
has been dealt with in contemporary literature. Now, we are seeking to know what factors are included in 
human security. What are its identification indicators? What leads to security and insecurity? 
If the human who seeks perfection, supposed to accepts divine law and the governmental rules in his 
society, then human security would be provided. 
The questions may be raised: 
1. How is the confusion in compiling human security strategy, and who are its custodians? Are management 
and planning deputy and strategic planning, president, council for national security, disciplinary force or 
the other 22 organs are its custodians? 
2. The lack of stability in consistent management and traditional managerial structure in generating human 
security in society? 
3. The way government based traditional human security is generated that has not been directed to 
generating people based security completely? 
4. Where does expansion of the domain of threats for security go to? 
5. The lack of enhancement of security based talks about human security, because some scientists deal it 
divertingly and the others, obligatory. 
6. What is the role of NGOs in managing human security? 
7. The nature of human security development is improved by aid of spirituality, during religious ceremonies 
and specific months of the year such as Moharram, Ramadan and Hajj the rate of human disorders, 
immoralities, wickedness and depravity of the people are decreased, vice versa the human security is 
improved. 
8. What is the role of poverty in instability of human security? 
Whenever, we talk about human security, we should not neglect social harms related to this. Because 
neglecting human security would be resulted in human problems and finally a national disaster for countries 
and so on. We should not overlook human security pathology i.e. human security pathology and assessment, 
because since the past times, some thinkers such as Aristatis in his book," Morals", and Plato in his book, 
"civil city", Ebne Khaldun Tunesi and Sheikh Davanighi in their books explained about morals, and utopia 
i.e. the city of magnificent morals. They believe that human security is provided by moral rules, considering 
the human security an optimum goal. 
2.4. Human security and sustainable development 
In current situation, global security has replaced by human security, such that giving main role to human 
is one of the requirements of sustainable development, and Petros Ghali stated about this matter in 1994. He 
states that the previous commitments about land security with a new commitment concerning to human 
security to be modified, so to guarantee the security through gun, is replaced by security through 
development [4]. 
Simply speaking, the concept of human security which is a part of current discussions related to global 
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social justice is linked to the activities of United Nation development plan [16]. The condition of human 
development is surveyed in the world by this annual plan and their results disseminated under the title of 
human reports. Seven important categories were indicated in this article as follows: 
Economy, food, health, environment, individuals, society and politics of this plan remind us that human 
security is a global concern because there are some dangers in the world that threat humans equally, whether 
it should be poor or rich ones, but their effects may be different from each other in different places. William 
has suggested that moral principles of human security, moral fundamentals belonging to over 400 years 
gradually is going to be diminished .Although international community has taken positive steps on it  
The promoters of human security deny the authority of government as the moral principle of international 
community. They believe that these principles cannot be the foundations of society. On the contrary, they 
believe that moral principles of human security emphasize on moral preference of security of majority of 
human beings. 
2.5. The risks assessment of human security in Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan 
During the historical periods, the boundary of Iran with India in south east was the safest region for 
Iranians. Since the establishment of Pakistan and development of the country of Afghanistan, and during 
recent century, conditions have governed on the relationships of these three countries. In fact, the factors 
such as different threat positions, spatial separation between these countries and the lack of geo- political 
oppositions have been a serious barrier in front of generating strategic threats [3]. 
Similarly, Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan at neighbourhood level especially next to boundaries, have 
numerous tensions and dangers  
Looking into the sources and origins of tensions and disputes which endanger human security in three 
countries will be cleared [7]: 
• The Baluchs and endangering human security by recovering nationalistic and ethnic thoughts 
• Sectarian disputes and struggles in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
• Nuclear power of Pakistan 
• The function of boundary between three countries 
• Sea boundaries of Ghowatr and Hamun lake 
• Water right of boundary rivers 
• Competition in central Asia 
• To investigate the challenges and positions of Pakistan against Afghanistan 
Generally, Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan have not imposed on any strategic threat against each other, but 
geographical necessities such as political situation and behaviour of Baluch tribes and the functions of 
boundaries, forces them to have more coordination with each other.  
2.6. Security and human security in south west of Asia 
South west of Asia is a region that contains several countries: India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Nepal. 
This region has nearly 1.5 billion populations that regarding human development indexes, it is the most 
deprived ones in the world. Two new nuclear power i.e. India and Pakistan are the most critical countries of 
this region. In recent decade, it is considered one of the main centers of fundamentalism (Islamic and Hindu), 
and finally one of the oldest regional crisis i.e. Kashmir is located in this region. 
It seems that the root of many disorders in south west of Asia relates to the disagreements between India 
and Pakistan on Kashmir territory and the crisis of Taliban, Al-Qaida and the special issues of Afghanistan. 
This crisis has destroyed the opportunities for development of many Indians. 
One of the clearest manifestations of this situation is delaying of gas pipe installation which was supposed 
to be installed from Iran to south west of Asia since 1988. We don’t intend to talk about the characteristics of 
this gas pipe and the problems that come gas piping installation from Iran to south west of Asia. It has a lot 
of positive effects for India and Iran. But there is no doubt that this would lead to human development in the 
region and would increase the human security values .It has many advantages regarding human and 
economic development for these three mentioned countries .In addition of creating several energy sources, it 
would lead to economic growth .It also causes semi skilled workers to get more experiences on their jobs and 
then become very skilled ones. Therefore, some parts of manpower would be employed and the employment 
problems would be eliminated. But the following assumptions should be regarded for growing and 
developing of human security. 
• The problems between Iran and Pakistan, in spite of new revolutions in Afghanistan are still present and 
roots of these problems and discrepancies are related to the competition between Shiites and Sunnite 
groups. These problems can be solved by delegations of both sides. 
• The crisis of Kashmir is the main problem of India and Pakistan. It makes some barriers in the 
relationship of these two countries. 
• A military aspect of security is the first factor in shaping national security (from traditional point of 
Behrouz Ajdari and Seyed Esmaeil Asgharpour / Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences 19 (2011) 41–46 45
view). It has no importance anymore but non-military aspects of national security such as culture, 
economy, politics and environment have taken its place. 
• The position of each country on the global chess sheet firstly depends on economic security and in any 
case both poor and weak countries have always faced with security problems. Globalization has led to 
such a situation in the world market that many of weak and disable economies don’t bear policies, 
processes and consequences of it are entangled in the whirlpool of instability and insecurity. Based on the 
mentioned assumptions, human security in the south-west Asian countries is under transformation. 
The retardation whose effect in the form of increase in the indexes of human development is noticeable in 
region .It has provided the back grounds for transition from nuclear security to human security in south west 
of Asia. It means that nuclear security is a kind of security that is obtainable together with nuclear security. 
Human security is a kind of security that is obtainable through elimination of old threats and concerns such 
as (hunger, disease, depression, unexpected events. There is no doubt that installation of gas pipes from Iran 
to the south Asia would play an important role in transition of the governments in India and Pakistan to reach 
from nuclear security to human security. The final analysis of traditional approach toward security is based 
on military aspect because based on traditional approach of security; they still continue to equip their 
military equipments. They think that enhancing military equipments would be the main factor in proving 
their national security. On the other hand, by paying more attention to military sector, if they neglect the 
economic sector, it would cause non military factors of security .It will bring a lot of threats to these 
countries [13]. 
Table 2. Global comparison of human development in the selected countries (high, medium and low developed) countries 
Countries 
Rank 
France 
1 
Turkey 
2 
Iran 
2 
Pakistan 
3 
Yemen 
3 
Classification 
(grade) 
High-developed 
country 
Medium Human 
Development 
Medium Human 
Development 
Low Human 
Development 
Low Human 
Development 
Life expectancy at 
birth (year 2001 78.1 70.1 69.8 60.4 59.4 
Human 
development index 
(HDI) value in 
2001 
0.925 0.734 0.719 0.499 0.470 
Adult literacy rate 
(age 15 and above) 
in 2001 
---- 85.5 77.1 44.9 44.7 
Combined primary 
and secondary and 
tertiary gross 
enrolment ratio (%)  
in 2001 
92 60 64 36 52 
GDP per Capita 
(ppp sss) in 2001 26.730 5.89ß 6.00 1.890 0.790 
Life expectancy 
index 
0.89 0.75 0.75 0.59 0.57 
Educational index 
--- 0.77 0.73 0.41 0.49 
3. Conclusion 
• Expansion of spirituality is the most suitable strategies for achieving human security. It is true that 
on a religious ceremony of pilgrimage in Mecca and sacred month of Ramadan, people fast, 
consequently, human security is improved in Islamic societies. 
• The role of government is more important in creating and supporting the security in the society 
• Human security can be kept by mutual negotiation among regional countries.  
• The role of NGO in contributing for sustainable development can be considered on improvement 
and advancement of human security. 
• Certainly, human security can load people to approach to utopian community and platonic ethics. 
• Establishing pipe line for transporting natural gas from Iran to the neighbourhood countries. For 
example, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India will bring peace and security for the region. Consequently, 
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on this way, ethnic disputes and debates will be decreased. 
• Ethnic disputes should be solved in a logical way by negotiations. 
• Expansion of human security depends on sustainable development. 
• The gap between poverty and rich must be diminished. 
• Creating equalities and social justice can contribute in reducing the conflicts between urban and 
rural areas.  
• The geopolitical oppositions should be diminished among the countries in order to reach a human 
security [6]. 
• Strategic threats should be put aside for development of human security and sustainable 
development. 
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